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Early Childhood Education and Care 
Practicum Placement  

 
Professional  
Program Site 

Visit 
 
 STUDENT'S NAME: __________________________ DATE: _______________ 
 
 NLC Practicum Course ECED:  _______________ (109A, 110, 111, 208 or 210) 
  
 Name & Type of Centre: ___________________________ 
  
                Facility’s Licence #: ______________________________ 
 
 Number and ages of children: ________________________ 
 
 Supervisor’s Name: _______________________________ 
  
 Supervisor/owner/director signature (of visit centre): _______________________________ 
 
 Time spent visiting the program site (SUPERIVOR’S please fill out): _____________________ 
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We created this Professional Program Site Visit booklet to assist students who are in need of attaining 

diverse experience and multiple perspectives of Early Childhood programs due to completing their 

practica in their work place sites. Students, in consultation with their Instructors, choose which program 

in their community they would like to observe. Students then contact the program to arrange the date 

and time for the visit.  Students will submit a summary of their experience using the questions below 

as a guide. 

 

Firstly, call and make an appointment with the potential program you wish to visit. Be sure you let the 

program Supervisor/staff know you are a student of NLC in the ECEC diploma program and that you are 

requesting an observation visit (wear your NLC name tag when visiting). You will also need to take the 

Dear Director letter with you to introduce yourself as a student of Northern Lights College (NLC). You 

would have been given a copy of your CRC when NLC received it – take this with you. Reassure program 

staff that your goal is gaining diverse/multiple early childhood program perspectives, not to critique the 

program.  

 
Below are lists of thought/guidance questions as you observe the program. You may want to bring a 

small clipboard with you to jot down some of your reflections and wonderings.  

 

BEFORE THE VISIT:   

Why did you choose this centre to visit? How do you think this visit will support your growth as an 

emerging early childhood educator?  

 

Have a quick glance/read the current (British Columbia Early Learning Framework) (BCELF, 2008) 

looking at the following principles before your observation.  These principles will assist you in looking 

deeper at program you are visiting 

 

 Children are born with the innate desire to learn.  

 Families are the primary caregivers of children and have the most important role in promoting 

their children’s well-being, learning, and development in the context of supportive communities.  

 Play is vital to children’s healthy development and learning 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/early_learning_framework.pdf
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 Consistent, responsive and nurturing relationships are essential to the well-being and early 

learning of children. 

 All aspects of children’s development and learning—physical, social, emotional, cultural, linguistic, 

and intellectual – are interrelated and interdependent 

 Language plays a central role in connecting thought and learning.  

 Children are active participants in their families and communities 

 The individual, cultural, and linguistic identities of children and families are respected and 

integrated into early learning settings programs, and activities.  

 The Physical environment shapes children’s learning and well-being.  

 

DURING THE VISIT: 

As you spend time observing the program, consider the following images/perspectives. (Jot down all 

your observations/wonderings as you are observing): 

Image of the child, of the educator, of the family   

Curriculum frameworks of the centre- what is the centre’s approaches? (Reggio - inspired? 

Montessori, BCELF, high scope, Waldorf, thematic based, school readiness) 

Environments (indoor and outdoor) - does it reflect the teachings of the NLC programs as seeing it as 

the 3rd teacher (environmental design)? 

Importance of play (indoor and outdoor) how time is spent in free uninterrupted play?  

Health and safety, professional practice (licensing, ethics, professional dress) - reflect on the 

interactions you are observing? (child to child, adult to child, adult to family/co-worker)  

Guidance strategies- is there a connection to the Ministry Guidance strategies learning in HDEC 103?   

 

AFTER THE VISIT: (complete at home). 

Your reflections are meant for your Instructor to review and should not be completed while at the 

centre. Once complete, upload a copy to your practicum shell in D2L for your practicum Instructor to 

review.  

Reflect deeply, thoughtfully and reflectively   Highlight some of key points (referring to above outlined 

elements in purple) you took notes on, what did you learn about seeing multiple points of view? How 

were the images of practices close to yours/different than yours?  



Northern Lights College:  ECEC Professional Program Visit  Revised January 2019 

 4 

Opportunities and possibilities: What might be some of the opportunities/possibilities you can bring 

back into your workplaces? Why? What are some opportunities for you to go deeper in your 

personal/professional journey as an emerging educator?  

Think about our role in truth and reconciliation - were any indigenous way of 

knowing/principles/culture apparent in the program visit?  
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